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JEREMIAH, Cuar, xiv. V. 17, 18. 


Let mine eyes vun down with tears night and 4 and let thn not 
ceaſe: for the Virgin Daughter of my People i is broken with a 
great breach, with a very grievous blow. -If I go forth into 
| the field, then behold, the ſlain with the foord; and ½ J enter 
into the * then behald, "eps: that are 1 ick with ET 


; Tas tears thus deſeribed as flowing i in ſo copious: an off 
ſion from the eyes of Jeremiah, are tears at once of 
| devout humiliation before his avenging God, and of tender 
ſympathy with his devoted Feruſalem : which is called the 
Virgin Daughter, becauſe at that time totally inviolate by any 
victorious hoſtile Arms; yet ſaved to be broken with a great 
breach on account of her numerous internal diſtraftions and 
convulſions, and in allufion to a rending of the limbs and 
diſmembring the parts of the natural body. 


| To excite the tears of penitence and pity ; of repentance _ 
towards God, and of compaſſion to man; of fellow-fceling _ 
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with the diſtreſſed, and charity to the ed to urge che 
fervour of benevolent ſupplication in behalf of a divided and 
Aizspointed Empire, that *The God and Father who maketh fore 

© would bind up, that He who woundeth would make whole, this is 

the true "Ro" of the preſent awful, and, we truſt, CARE 
Solemnity. 8 
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Awful it 1515 is, when the whole N ational Body of a 
People are at the ſame hour profeſſedly proſtrate together in . 
the duſt before God; and the Spirit of humiliation appears to 
 Trun down like precious ointment from the head of Aaron to the 

Airis of has cloathing, from him that weareth purple and a crown 
| to him that is cloathed with a linen frock. And ſalutary will 
his Tölowing of the trumpet in Zion and ſanflifying of the Foſt 5 

aaſſuredly prove, if we make it an acceptable day to the Lord: 
acceptable to Him in becoming truly edifying to us, thro' the 

= ſucceſsful tendency of ſo emphatical an inſtrument to awaken 8 
and effeQtuate thoſe thoughts and feelings which direfily 
prompt to amendment of heart and life; and thence infer 

a precluſion of thoſe condign tremendous penalties, which the : 

_ reftitude of the God {with whom 75 no variableneſs, has annexed 
to obſtinate diſobedience and A at e ES 


All external Religion which is not | direfied- to this great 
terminating point, far from a diminution of guilt, or even a 
| palliation 


| | X 8 * 70þ v. 18. + Pſalm CXXXill, 2. 8 | 0 1 15s is . (St, James 1 1. 17. = ö |; 
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paliation, is in fact a daring inſult on the ſublime Majeſty and 
immaculate Sanctity of our Maker. Yet, by a devout con- 


templation of the divine [udgments, all of them ſent forth 


| upon the earth for purpoſes plainly worthy of the divine per- 

kections, that e inhabitants thereof may learn righteouſneſs, it 
is in our own power io turn the judgments themſelves eventu- 
ally into bleſſings. But, as we have refuſed, often refuſed, 
to hear God ſpeaking to us in the +/till ſmall voice, He now 


ſummons us to hear Him amidſt thoſe horrors, which no 


Others can ſurpaſs; thoſe horrors of War, that ſcourge and 
ſcandal of the human Species! and holds up the Sword, fthe 


Sword drunk with blood of the ſlain, amidſt the mutual butchery 


ol Civil Diſcord, which is ſo lively painted by the Prophet, and 
ſo tragically exemplified in the preſent period of trouble and 
rebuke, I will daſh them one againſt another, even the Fathers and 
; the Sons together, faith the Lord. Who is there amongſt us, that 
does not add, O thou Sword of the Lord, how long will it be ere 


85 thou be quiet ? Pul up thy 1 lf into thy Hane ef and be ſlll. 


But the molt dreadful of the divine alarms are calculated 18 
to awaken in us a juſt ſenſe of God and of ourſelves. When | 
Jonah, ſlept amidſt the fury of the Tempeſt, that threatened 
every moment to overwhelm the veſſel, the Mariners them- 

: elves : 


* Iſaiah xxvi. g. HI Kings xix. 12, + Deuteronomy xxxii. . 6 Fere- 


miah xii, 14. || Feremiah xlyii., ö. 
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ſelves, cho Pagans, ſtruck with a pious horror, cried out, 
"Rab Rey thou, 0 * ? Ariſe, call * 80 Cod. 


And hat was the voice of Nature | in them, muſt. be the 
voice of Religion and Conſcience in us. We too, (aſleep as 


many of us are) muſt repair to the God, whoſe waves and 


whoſe ſtorms are at this time going over us. The devotion 


of our Church is admirably expreſſive of theſe ſentiments in 
the prayer which She has provided to be uſed by Mariners in 

| fimilar circumſtances: We confeſs that when we have been ſafe, = 
and ſeen all things quiet about us, we have forgot Thee our God, and _ 


refuſed to hearken to the ſiull voice of thy Word, and to obey thy 


commandments. But now we ſee how terrible Thou art in all thy 


works of wonder, the great God to be feared above all: and there. 5 


fore we adore thy divine Majo. e thy fower, and 8 


entreating * goodneſs, 


Every appearance | of awful, impending danger, every 


_ preſſure of heavy diſtreſs is propoſed, in the nature of it, 


as a powerful means of awakening and enforcing ſuch ſenti- 


ments, and with them ſuch refleQions. EET 


B ut if we at this ls: amidft what we fee! and what we fear, 


do ſeriouſly refle&, we cannot but be deſirous to ſearch into 


the 
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the immediate, exciting cauſe of the events to which we owe 
ſuch painful ſenſations and juſt apprehenſions; and to aſk, 
#}Whence came wars and fightings amongſt us? The Apoſtle 
St. James has anſwered us in another queſtion; Come my not 
even en from Jour 2 which war in in your members? 


4 


It is felf- varia and a ſteady command of the affeftions 


and paſſions of our nature, which is, under God, the ſource, 
ſtrength and ſecurity of all peace and fafety : and it has been 


the want of this, which has made the Hiſtory of the World, 


from the firſt ages of it to the preſent, little more than the 

Hiſtory of Human Diſcord; whoſe Volumes are like the roll 
of the book ſpread before the Prophet, wherein was written, 
155 wo I, ee * and woe. 


The unbridled +Luf of the fle fle ſh, the Luſt of the eyes. Py” the 


Pride of life, ſet men looſe from all command, as thio' they were 


5 formed to be governe@by d the conſent: not of 8 relon, but 


of their e 


The Luſt of the fle th, Sexfuality,. plunges chew into black 5 


bewitching pollutions, into bitter and extenſive injuries, that 
fpring from adulterous lewdneſs, and from the woe, ſorrow, 


contention, and frequent {wounds without cauſe, that are inflict- 

= ed and ſuffered either 1 in bind fury, or in romantic blood- 
FR ok dhirſty 
St. James Iv. 1. td: l, US 10, # John it, 16, e xxili. 29. 
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thirſty abſurdity. For the Cup of drunkenneſs is ever full to 
the brim with that poiſon which makes men fools and brutes; 
and drenches both their bodies and ſouls with the very dregs 


of idiocy and beſtiality ; ſo truly hath the e ſaid, More- 5 
dom and wine lale away the heart. : 


The 10 of the eyes, Ct down to the toil of 
acquiring wealth and the anxietyof ſecuring without the leaſt 
conception of enjoying it, is an abject idolatry to Mammon, 


excluſive of all love of God or our neighbour ; which benumbs . 


the feelings, particularly the ſocial ones of the heart; darkens 
with a gloſs the eyes even of the wiſe; is, in oppreſſion, tas a 


ſweeping rain which leaves no food; counteradts the liberal pur- | 


| poſes of a Providence; ſteels itſelf againſt both human ſcorn 


and divine abhorrence, and, aſter all, I bierces 2 * Uo —_— 
. with — Sorrows, 


The Pride of Li 110% the Men love of Greatoek and 


' Power, as it operates in its extravagant aims, is equally de- 


ſtructive of the common ſafety and repoſe : whether it ſtrives 
to exalt Princely claims above ſocial compact and the unalie- 
nable rights of human kind; or madly diſdaining the neceſſary 
diſtinctions of Society, and the ſupremacy and controul of 
e Dm pe wks tony e 2 


"Hoſea iv, 11. #Proverbs xxviii, 3. $1 Timothy vi. 10. 


Law, involves in one ruin with it all real Liberty, Strengtl, 
and . 


We ſee then whence come wars ; and fightings; they ce come e from | 
our luſts, that rebel againſt the power, and eclipſe the light of 
reaſon and conſcience ; and transfer to bodily ſenſe and mere 
animal appetite the ſupreme command. Were only the in- 
5 | ſtindtive principles « of our boſoms affeftionately cheriſhed by 
the rational powers, this could not be : but reaſon is, perhaps, 
often leſs buſy in guiding inſtinCt than in ſuppreſſing it. The 
effect is both inward and outward, perſonal and public, con. | 
Fe 255 and every « evil work. 


it were kicks eaſy for us to exclaim againſt thoſe whoa 
Divine Providence hath placed in this world above us: againſt 6 
the luxury and levity which make Them too oſten loſt to the 
ends and uſes of their rank and wealth, and unnerves their 
powers both of council and of action: the corrupt, degrading 
baſeneſs of the Venal, the graſping pride of the Afpiring, the 
treacherous ſimulation of the Subtle, and the tame languor 
nm the Lücken ons, of the e Supine and Indolent. FG 


But we are much leſs ena to purſue Public Caloti- 
ties 10 their in, than to the follies or faults of other orders 


mm ON 


: #30 James iii. 1 6. | 
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of Men : for with idle malignity we aſcribe them, in exclus 
ſion of ourſelves, to Thoſe who precede | us, who rule 1 us, or, 
indeed, who revolt from us. 


We have ®every o one, our own burthen to bear, and are, the 
leaſt of us, a more important part of the Public than we chuſe 
to own in ſome reſpetts, though we often over-rate our im- 5 
portance in others. It is in the power of every Brother 8 
the loweſt degree bere preſent to ſtand forth in aid of the 
public diſtreſs by his attention to one momentous object, and 
that moſt intimate and exquiſitely dear to him; and to leſſen 
the public guilt by dedutting that of One Individual from it at 
leuſt, that is, by reforming Himſelf, lamenting his own offences, 
acknowledging his own-wretchedneſs, his apoſtacy from the 
ſervice of the true God to that of Mammon; his diſhonouring 
0 f Parents, Maſters, Paſtors, Magiſtrates ; tis uncleanneſs, 
” whoredoms, adulteries, frauds, theſts, drunkenneſs, ſlander- 
| ings, malice, hatred and revenge. To how many may be 
5 applied the words of Nathan in the application of bis beauti- 
ful Parable to David, Thou art the Man! Apply this, every 
One whoſe conſcience here witneſſeth againſt thee, to thy/el/; 
ſay, from a ſmitten heart, to thy own. confuſion, but to the 
glory of God, 1 am the nan; I have fe nned unto the Lord: 
. — His in 1 mercy. lake away the i ug my Sin 45 5 


» Calatians vi. 3. II Samuel xi. 7. 
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And is it not one animating incentive to us, every one to 
f ſet ſeriouſly and actively about the work of perſonal amend- 
ment, ſo indiſpenſable in order to the ſaving of our o 

; ſouls, that by ſelf-reformation each may contribute his ſhare 

to the moſt glorious of all earthly and temporal atchieve- 
ments, the ſaving of his Country; which ®*righteouſneſs alone can 
exalt and na and of which Sin 15 5 the inevitable reproach 
and „ 5 


We talk and we boaſt much of the love of our - Country, and 
of an attendant zeal for her ſafety, grandeur, and proſperity. 7 
But there never exiſted a Nation on earth that was, or could 
g be ſecure, great and happy, without a concurrence of her 
: Members in the fear and love of God, and a general ſupport 
of the majeſty of Religion ; withour prevailing principles ok 
| 3 2 e order 


Fru with many has been at beſt only a 3 tagie of icourſeyfo ole 5 
pretended, where it was not, that it can ſcarcely be credited where it really is. 
The love of our Country is a duty incumbent on us not only as Britons, but as 
Chriſtians, St. Paul expreſſes ſuch ardent affeftion for his Countrymen that 
be could even wifh that humſelf were accurſed from Chriſt for his brethren, his 
kinſmen according to the fleſh. (Romans 1x, 3) And our Saviour when Ie - 
vas come near the city, wept over it, (Se. Luke xXix. 41) poured out His blelled _ 5 


ſpirit 1 in a tender agony of diſtreſs and pity when He beheld the preſent wretche | 
| locks and 1 1 deftruttion, of his dear Jernſulem. | 


E 


order, peace, jullice, bride, temperance and induſtry, im- 


preſſed on the multitude of the * 


The good Chriſtian, theiefare; perſerering as ſuch, is the 
true Patriot, the loyal Subject, the uſeful Citizen, and the 


undaunted Soldier; thoſe impreſſions depending on the prin- 
ciples from which he atts, and the truths which he propogates: 
without which, the pomp of Authority is pageantry ; the 
wiſdom of Councils folly ; the ſtrength of Armies weakneſs; I 
the vaunt of Liberty impoſture and licentiouſneſs; the 
boaſted bulwark of National wealth and affluence the natural 
ſource of pride, luxury, levity and n that but more 
e ſpeedily proginaty the public ruin.“ > 


Let us hen, Beeten, 1 to ourſelves a ſhare of the 


pre- eminent honors which ſhall undoubtedly crown the Pa- 

triot Heroes that are, under God, the Preſervers and Deliver- 

ers of their Country: and that, not by abſurdly aſſuming any 
charader or pretenſions which do not belong to us; but by 
— IStudying to be quiet, and 40 do. our 0wn buſt neſs; every man 


wlierein | 


*We Skate the Afviien and Perfi an 3 the Corthaginian Ply, Gre- 


cian Commonwealths ; and Rome herſelf, the nurſe of Heroes, and Empreſs | 


of the whole World; all fell by the Oy. of their own eee more than by 
the arms of foreign nations, „ 


oi Thefeloniens iv. . 
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mufercin he is called therein adding with God, by living erh 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent World'* Thus ſhall we pur- 
fue, and that in the fear of God, the means adapted to the 
| final levelling of all outward, preſent diſtinttions: for by theſe 
means F You that hold the plough and glory in the goad : I You that 
put the hand to the nail and the right hand to the workman's Ham- 


mer ; Nou that implore the crumbs that fall from the rich man's 
 zablle, ſhall be numbered with the children of God. 


But dream not ily, b that ſhould the meaſure of 
our National iniquities be finally filled up, by the negleQ, the 
abuſe, or the profanation of ſuch means of grace as are ftill 
miniſtred to us, and in particular in the ordinances of this Day, 
and ſhould the wrath of God come down, not to corre, but 
to conſume and tate away both our place and nation, that we, as 
a2 part of this great People, are too inconſiderable and obſcure 


a part to feel i in our e and concerns the Vengeance to. 
be burled on a zuin Land. | 


_ When the 3 is pronounced againſt Babylon, 
it is declared, * will break in pieces with thee the Shepherd and 
has flock : and with thee will I break in pieces the Huſbandman and 

his Hole of oxen: and with thee wid [ br cak i in pieces Captains and 
e, 


Titus ii. 12. +Ecclefiafticus xxxvili. 25. 4 Judges Ve 46. ber Luke 
xvi. 21. | St. Jol x xi. 48. | eee XX1, 23. 
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Rulers, When the Prophet denounced the curſe to the re- 


bellious people that ſpurned at the divine Government, theſe 
are the marks and lineaments of the dominion which they 


were about to bend under in exchange for the moſt righteous 


and happy of all poſſible adminiſtrations, * Proteſt Jolemnly 
uno them, and ſhew them the manner of the King that ſhall reign 


over them : He will take your Sons and appoint them for himſelf, 


For his chariots, and to be his horſemen. ; and ſome ſhall run before. 
has chariots : and he will | ſet them to ear his ground, and to reap | 
his harveſt, and to make his inſtruments of war and inſtruments a] 


his chariots : and he will take your fields and your vineyards and 


olive-yards, even the beſt of them, and give them to his ſervants : he 
will take your ſheep and aſſes, your young men and your maid ſer- 


pants, and put them to his work, And Je _ Oy out in that — 


and the Lord wy hear „ 


And as the oreat inſtrument of temporal judgments i is the 


Hawk leſs dominion with which the +Tyrant boaſts that he can do 


miſchief, tho" the goodneſs of the great King of nations continueth 
” daily: fo the great inſtrument of temporal bleſſings is a Go- 


vernment of equity coextenſive with the Laws which it pre- 


ſcribes, and of lenity conſiſtent with the Liberty which it 
ſecures. It is therefore by the Royal Pſalmiſt thus deſcribed, 


He Mal jute the Cane according unto right, and d ck the 
70 


91 Sanmel vii. 9157 4, 16, 18. + Pſalm li. 1, 2. + Pſalm Ixxii. 2, 4z 6, 7 
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E 
poor. He ſhall keep the ſimple folk by their right, defend the child- 
ren of the poor, and puniſh the wicked doer. He ſhall come down 
like the rain into a fleece of wool, even as the drops that water the 
earth. In his time ſhall the righteous flouriſh, yea and abundance 
of peace ſo long as the moon endurell. NP are the — pg that 
are , * 


To + that ! is the undiſputed tekias of that 
pn and ſyſtem of wholeſome Laws, and that admirable form 
and ſtructure of Government under which, however undeſer- 
ved by us, we live: and that amidſt all the frequent tempeſts 
about us, Every man may fit ſafe under his own vine and his 


own Fatree with Heace 1 in our borders and Plenteon uſneſs in our 
5 garners, | | 


"T's pray "OR the Rability, permanence and berpaluie) of 
a Government thus conſtituted, and a Land thus bleſſed, 
and whereon depends our leading quiel and peaceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honefly, is undoubtedly a moſt capital article of 
our devotions in general, and of ſuch as the preſent in parti- 
cular, being good and highly acceptable unto God our Savi- 
our; is an indiſpenſable part of the obſervation of a day 
VWhereon we unite to faſt, not for t/riſe and debate: not toſmite = 
; with the 1 of W not t © as on the . of moroſeneſs, 


that 5 


VVV 


1 
iat ſadneſs of the ſiybocrile's countenance w hich our bleſſed and 
benevolent Saviour forbids : but rather to anoint the head and 
waſh the face, which He commands, to cheriſh ſentiments, 
far from thoſe of implacable enmity, To be tender hearted, 
Jorbearing one another, and forgiving one another, which is 
Peace on carth and good. will towards men: and which makes. 
their mutual placability the ſtipulated condition of that forgive- 
neſs on this day fo paſſionately implored. We are very laud- 
ably taught, therefore, in the Form provided for our imme- 
diate aſſiſtance to pray, that our unhappy Fellow Subjefts may 
make themſelves worthy of the divine pardon and forgiveneſs, and 
that we may not only have frrength. and courage to withſtand, but. 
grace to ſorgive and pity them. This is certainly language com- 
prehenſire and worthy of a Chriſtian devout Solemnity. 


Finally, Brethren, let us with one bean and one voice 

carneſtly pray, That our gracious Sov EREIGN may rejoice 
din thy flrength O LORD !) amidſt the maintenance of all 
8 thoſe Royal Rights, which are ſo many truſts confided to 
lim for the public good, in the ſuppreſſion of all ſedition, 
conſpiracy and rebellion; in the dignity of His Character, 

* wiſdom of His Councils, and the glory of His Reign; ; that, 
„through the divine merciful appointment, He may be the 
6% healer of every breach and every MP. in the Virgin Daughter 
committed ; 


„St. Matthew vi. 16, 17. + Collofians iii. 13, {Luke ü. . Pſalm al. TY 
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* commited to. his charge ; ay build up the waſte Places, 
* raiſe up many generations, and be called, the — Fe the 
breach, the Reſtorer of paths to dwell in! 


: And may : out God and Father moſt mereifully reſtore to 
Himſelf, and guide to the path of life, all thoſe who now con. 
ſcientiouſly turn to Him in weeping, faſting, and praying: may 
make them to thear of joy and gladneſs, and cauſe all the bones 

_ which He hath broken to rejoice ; may turn His face from our fins, 

and blot out all our miſdeeds, through the merits and mediation 

of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! Amen, 


® Iſaiah | hei. 12, We li, 8 


. CS A SERMON. 
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ASERM ON, & 


PRO VER B 8, Cnar. xvi. V. 32 


| He that is 15 to anger ts better has the mighty 4 and he that 
5 ruleth has ll than he that taketh a City. 


REAT 3 is that ſhare i in the Mi of this World which 

the Mighty and the Strong are able to aſſume; the 
195 and fortunes of nations and cities, the ſafety or deſtrutti- 
on of millions is in them: and hence it is, that the generality 
of men, either poſſeſſed with laviſh fear, or dazzled by the 
outward appearances of power, hath ever inclined to rever- 
ence thoſe whoſe abilities to conquer have been equal to 
their wills; to adore them with Temples, and ſay, © They 
« are Gods ; ; who, *being in honor and without underſtanding, 5 
might more properly be compared to the beaſts that por ny, 


| Moſt of the worſhip i in > BY Mee World was eld to 
Deities ſuch as theſe ; who, from having lived the worſt of 


men, 


_ *Pfalm xlix. 20. 
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men, by all manner of injuſtice, by enſlaving and deſtroying 


their fellow creatures, at length arrived to the honors of a : 
Creator : in the ſame manner as the Crocodile and Serpent, 
had once in Egypt their Worſhippers and their Prieſts. So 


apt are men to be governed by fear, and to ſuffer their rea- 


2 ſon to be Nay od their lenſes! 


1t is to be fea that too many Chriſtians are thus betray- 


ed to approve what they have engaged to renounce, he 

pomps and vanities of this world ; to think it more glory to 

have dominion over others, than to maintain the empire of 
the man within them: wherefore elſe ſhould the courage of 


the Warrior, be in greater reputation than the virtue of the 


Saint? Wherefore ſhould the One be attended with num» 
bers; be courted, careſſed, and flattered by the labors of the 
2 Learned; the Poet, the Orator, and the Hiſtorian, all con- 
ſpiring in his praiſe? while the the Other may be forloth, re- 


jected and deſpiſed; and, like that Pattern of meekneſs which : 
he Prafeſſetn to follow, may have Pwr where to ard his heed, 2 


It was the great intention of Our $uviour's coming it into the 
World to reform the wrong notions which prevailed in it, to 


perfect the revelation of His will to mankind, and by living 1 
nccondivg to His own been, more effectually to recom- 


mend : 


St. Matthew viii, 20. 


THT 


mend them to our e Henee He, who could 150 WE, 
commanded elbe legions of Angels, yet took wpon Him the 
form of @ Servant ; He, who could have called for fire from 
Heaven on that inſolent City which ſhut its gates againk Him, 

| vet rebukes His Diſciples, who deſired He would conſume 
3 i.. with {Ye Ino. not what manter of Spirit ye are of : thereby 
giving them to underſtand that powerful anger is too apt to 


diſbtieve (hat much more honorable it is to ſave men's lives, than 


to deſtroy them: thereby illuſtrating, by His example, what 
le had before ſpoken by His Servant Solomon, in the words | 
ol the Text, He that is flow to anger is better then the mighty 13 


and he that ruleth nis Hurti, tian he that Fm a ON.” 


55 We are i here called TOES 5 hs voice of Public 1 5 

3 rity to offer our unfeigned praiſe and thankſgiving to Al. 

mighty God, for his great loving kindneſs in putting an end to 
the late bloody, extended, and expenſive War; the bitter conſe- 
quences of which, cannot but be ata n an Lewy: 8 


ſerious and conſiderate mind. 


: "a this is a Day of Thankſgiving we need not turn it into 
a Day of Sorrow, by entering into a particular deſcription of 
the various miſeries of the late War. The loſs of fo many 
n lives, freely and bravely ORs ta the ſervice of 

their 


St. Matthew xxvi. 53. + Philippians ii. 7. 18e. Luke ix. 55. Se Luke, i ix. 86. 


Fu) 


their Country, muſt always claim the ſighs and tears of their 


fellow Chriſtians and fellow Subjetts: and every good man 


will ſympathize with the mournful Parent, the diſconſolate 
Widou, and the __ * 


We may now look forward 5 the more pleaſing part of 


the ProſpeQ, for Peace ſeldom fails to produce unanimity, 
piety, virtue, lenity and meekneſs; thoſe ſocial bleſſings 
which the doctrine of the Text tends more immediately to 

eſtabliſh, and therefore very proper to make a part of our 
meditations on this * 


If v we take the words of the Texti in a religious light, the 


ſuperiority muſt needs be manifeſt. No one can doubt but 5 
he angry Ruler of other men muſt in his moral capacity give 
: place to the OE maſter of himſelf. 


it is aden oblerved ind obſerved: to the | great honor of 


that Sex, whoſe diſtinguiſhing charadter it is to be of a ſoft, : 
gentle diſpoſition, and averſe to war and tumults; that Theſe 


are They who moſt excel in virtue, who abound moſt i in all 
the methods of holy worſhip and devout piety. On the con- 
trary, Men, and of theſe more eſpecially the Conquerors of 


Men, as they have had more haughty thoughts, they have had = 
more wicked ones likewiſe, and their fin has been often equal 


to their power. 


Indeed 


25 1. 


Indeed che furious man muſt abound in radfyraſcn 3 if 
be has dominion, this gives him but the greater opportunities 
of being more enormouſly wicked, and of doing whatever : 
| outrage his i impetuous anger may ſuggeſt. Moſt ſurely the 
preventing grace of God dwells only with the humble Spirit. 
The fervency of devotion is inconſiſtent with that of paſſion : 
nor can he aſk *forgrveneſs of his own treſpaſſes who doth not fer- 
give thoſe that treſpaſs againſt him; nor can the love his enemies, 


or bleſs them that perſecute him, or pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 3 


© him. Our bleſſed Saviour, in the very article of death, not 
only prays for His Murderers, but pleads their excuſe; Ta- 
ther Kann them for they know not OE HY do, 


"0 ' Thoſe peculiar duties | commanded in "the Goſpel, are in 
vain commanded to him whoſe paſſion hath got the better of 7 
ais reaſon. What humble reliance upon the wiſdom of Pro- 
= vidence, what hope of aſſiſtance from the mercies of the 
Rs Almighty, will that Man entertain whoſe whole dtruft is in the 
mullitude of his chariots and of his horſemen ; whoſe Religion, 
” according to the uſual phraſe, is carried at his ſwords Peine, 

and His r is the lau of has Juſtice * 5 


ele fill fmall vocce of God's Spirit, init eafily heard amid 
the nolls, confuſion and diſorder of a Cam ? The Joy of 
8 heart 


. Matthew vi. 13. +84, Matthew 44. S. Luke x xxili. 34. (Iſaiah 
Xxxi. 1,  1F3/dom of Solomom i ii. 11. — Ning. xix. 12. | 
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heart which is conſequent on the taking of a City, is it ſober 


and temperate ? or does it ſpend itſelf moſt commonly in ra- 


pine and injuſtice, in all manner of luxury and intemperance, 


and in crimes too horrid to mention? 


How difficult is it, how impoſſible almoſt, that fixi& mo- 


ality ſhould be preſerved! That a War, begun on a lawful 
account, ſhould be ſupported and carried on, but by ſuch 
means at leaſt as do not ſtritily agree with the ſublimer duties 
of Chriſtianity ! At beſt the Warrior in the eyes of God can- | 
not be ſo pleaſing as the Peaceful: witneſs that ſaying of the 
Almighty to David, when He permits him not the honor to. 
build Him a Church, the Man in other reſpetts after his own 
heart; But becauſe thou haſt ſhed blood abundantly, and made 


great Wars, thou ſhalt not build an houſe unto my name, becauſe thou 


haſt ſhed much blood upon earth in my fight. Behold, a Son ſhall 
be born unto thee who ſhall be a Man of reſt, and I will give him 
'reſt from all his enemies round about, and 1 will oe Jour and 
8 Tee unto tres in fas days. 8 


Molt certain it is, chat as Religion never ſo well n 


as] in times of peace and reſt, ſo none are ſo religious as thoſe 5 
of a meck and quiet ſpirit; who being leaſt inclined of 


 themlelyes 5 


41 Chronicles xxii. 8, 9. 


E ] 


themſelves to vindicate themſelves, are more ready to Fcaſſ 
their care — Him, whom they believe to care for them. 


The angry Conquerors, tho they take he city, they give 
place to a much worſe *adverſary, the Devil; their gain is che ir 
lofs : I for what profit is it to gain the whole world and loſe ones own 


foul ? Will our might defend us from the terrors of the grave ? 


Will the relentleſs judge be bribed with our ſpoils? In the 
awful day of account will military atchievements, or rather, 
works of mercy be beſt eſteemed and moſt rewarded ? ¶ He 
that hath ſhewed no mercy, he it is that ſhall have judgment without 
mercy. According to the meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 
vou again. Let not a temporal crown then, weighty and haz- 


ardous at beſt, be more ſought after than **an eternal weight of 


glory Let not the virtues which God delights moſt to honor, = 
be leaſt eſteemed in the eyes of Men; but let us ſee and act 


ſo that hereafier we may joyfully feel, the happy effects of 1 25 


meekneſs and peace, to be infinitely ſuperior to thoſe of war- 
like renn! 


We non not go beyond the grave to prove che greater e ex- 
exllence of theſe virtues ; the propoſition is true, even ab- 


D 2 5 ſtracted 


+ 1 = | *Il Puter v. 8. tt. Matthew xvi. 26. . i 13. 
** Mark 1 iv. 24. — Corinthians | iv. 17. N 
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| firafted from Religion; and i in this 1211 ſhall now proceed 
to conſider K. 


Meekneſs in itſelf ſhews greater wiſdom and greater cou- 


rage than the might of the Angry: tho' it ſhould not be 
ſucceſsful with reſpett to others, it is more ſafe and beneficial 5 
with reſpect to ourſelves; more eaſy and pleaſant, more 


glorious and productive of what the other not o well aims at, 
even che ruling of other men. 


. hs Goſpel *rought life and immortality to light, n 
to the T Poor in ſpirit promiſed the Kingdom of Heaven; while 
yet the World was uninformed by infallible Revelation, chat b 
Anger reſteth in the bojom of fools, and {that an haſiy ſpirit ex- 

_ alteth” folly : By the light of reaſon, Heathens could diſcern, 

8 and with great ſtrength of argument have proved, chat no one 


ought to be 1 1 wiſe, who \ was not fo 1 in the government 
of himſelf, 


One Sed of che viſe amongſt them, made all perfe&tion 


= to coal in being without paſſion. He that came neareſt 
to perlection in his praQtice, who was juſtly termed the wiſeſt 
of them all, was not way. Hero, or ſkilful Soldier, but 


Socrales, : 


1 e i. 10. t. Ae . 3 3 | ceaſe vii. 9 9 vn | 
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Socrales a Man rehowned for his bse ting 60 ; who, 
tho' deficient in the art of governing others, had the better 
diſcretion of governing himſelf, : 


14858 the firſt notion of wiſdom i is, that it be ſedate, cool, 
and void of paſſion ; that it be able to weigh the arguments 
on every ſide, and only pronounce after the moſt mature 

_ deliberation. Can this poſſibly exiſt where anger burns, 
| haſty in its reſolves, raſh in its enterpriſes, and which hath _ 
nothing in view but the pleaſure of revenge ? The Warrior 
may be expert in marſhalling his army, and giving his neceſ- 
ſary orders in the battle, wiſe to circumvent and ambuſh his 
enemy, to underinine the city, or counterplot the foe ; he 
may have the wiſdom of the Serpent to enſnare and deſtroy : 
= but ſurely, 1 that wiſdom of God, who is merciful and long 


EE 7; i mw ain 

1 Poor Socrates (who next more memorable b) 

By what he taught and ſuffer'd for ſe doing, | 
Tor truths ſake ſuffering death unjuſt, lives 1 now „„ = 
: Equal i in fone to . Conquerors. 5 _— 

. 1 b 1 | 


| MILTON Paradiſe Regain 'd, Book iii. v. 96. 


Milton here does not erte with Efe to 1 Socrates 1 in YE Wremen : ON | 
rank of Saints; an opinion more amiable at leaſt, and agreeable to that ſpirit of HL jy | 
love which breaths in the goſpel, than the ſevere orthodoxy of thoſe rigid textu- 
aries, who are iin to allow ny ation to the moral virtues of the Heathen, 


Ther, I = 


E 
ſuffering, and wiſe to communicate His happineſs to all, is 
the wiſdom which man ought moſt to reverence, and with the 
greateſt renten endeavor to ĩimitate. EGS HA 


But, both wiſdom and Religion, the Warrior Gall allow to 


be the proper virtues of the peaceable and meck : courage 


is that of which he boaſts, which he thinks will ſupply every 
other want. But neither is courage to be preferred before 

wiſdom; neither has he a right to the reputation of courage, 

who 18 not meek and */ow io anger and ſucceſsful violence; to 
| brutiſh ſierceneſs as it is ſeen in a Tygreſs or a Lion, reſiſt- 


leſly impetuous, or cruel for the ſake of prey: or to that 


- which is conſiſtent with the greateſt cowardice, which a cauſ- 
leſs fear of being oppreſſedd itſelf, excites to be deſperate in 
diaeellroying others. To theſe indeed, he may have ſome 5 
pretence, but he is far from poſſeſſing the courage of a man, 
v ho is not ſecure in his own virtue; who dares not pardon 
for fear of being injured again; who trembles, and is diſturb- 
ed, or thinks himſelf not late while bis enemy | is . of 


5 either life or r fortune, 


Anger and cruelty, revenge 1 paſſion, e ariſe 
From a ſenſe of weakneſs, and are certain indications of cow- 


ardice and fear: while he that _ hat to defend himſelf and 


; Joel ii. 13s - | 
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his Country, and fights no longer than is neceſſary to Peace, 


makes the end of the Battle the end of Slaughter, and pro- 
claims his pardon without exception; dares like Cæſar burn 


his enemies papers without appointing any to inſpeQ them, 
leſt he ſhould think what became others to ſuffer, rather than 

| what became him to inflict. Such a Perſon may claim the 
title of courage; a title which by no means the angry and 
: N deſerve. 


The virtue of erben "ON this Sk e 


_ above might, that it is more for the ſafety of the world. It 
is well known that the Univerſe ſubſiſts not but by the recipro- 
cal aid of all its parts. Suppoſe we the Elements jarring toge- 
iber, each contending for ſuperiotity over the other; What 
Z wouldenſue but utter confuſion, that original Chaos from W 
7 which all things ſprang, and to which they muſt return, when 
1 they ceaſe to att in ſubſerviency to one another? The ſame 
= we may affirm of the World of Men, who were formed for 

mutual aid and benefit; and they no longer flouriſh than 
while wy aft in conformity to this deſign. 5 


n was ſaid of Auguſtus, a juſtly ſaid, while he gave 1 
| looſe to his ungoverned fury, and ſent forth his proſcriptions 
do revenge him of his enemies, It had been better for the world, 
: had he never been born. But when this temper changed, and 
1 he followed his friends advice, and reſented no ie till be 


bad 


R rr 2 4 2 — — — 
— — — 


_ — 2 ——— — — > — on 
. 1 POET = l - — "= * _ c 
y = a4 : 1 p . 2 NE 2 * 
; | Nu — » - - K — — — — ” 
; ** ain — — jon «=. —— —— = iO 
„„ 5 — 1 —— 77 
£ 3 7 Ch =Y „ — — — Fw oe 2 a — 2 _ - _ — — ” _ . 6 
A or ap ES — — 2 Pr. p — _ ; 

- — —— . — p = : ; : f 


— 


1 


had repeated the Alphabet, the wiſhes of the World were 


changed likewiſe, and it was univerſally deſired he ſhould never 


die. Ruin and deſolation, and all the miſeries of ſword and 
famine, were the fad attendants on his firſt diſpoſition ; joy 
and ſafety, eaſe and plenty, afts and ſciences, in their utmoſt 

perfection, neceſſarily followed from his peace. Nor is it a 
 fmall praiſe of this Prince and of this time, that *The Prince 
/ Peace, the Saviour of Mankind, choſe then to make His 
appearance in the World. When the nations began to beat 
iir ſwords into ploughſhares, and mankind ſeemed deſirous of 5 
being reconciled to one another, then God thought it a pro- 
per ſeaſon, t to inftrud them man to be reconciled o Him. | 


9 Saviour is faid to babe come into the World, not to 


end Peace on earth, but a ſword. Such, alas! the corruption 
of men, have miſerably made to be an effect of His coming. — 4 
— better the Angels ſang at His birth, and ſuch vas the im- 
mediate end of His being born, that &Glory might be to God on 
High, on earth feace, and good. will towards men. It was by 
this only, that man could be capable of the bleſſing of Chriſt's 


Goſpel ; this itſelf, the greateſt bleſſing chat man can enjoy, 
on this ſide of Heaven, 


| ®Jſaiah ix. G. +Iſaiah ii. 4. St. Matthew x. 34. SSt. Luke ii. 14. 
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The Heroes of their age, whoſe ambition it hath been to 
overcome others rather than themſelves, were they deſcribed 
in their mercileſs conqueſts, the impetuoſity of a deluge, the 


deſolation of a plague, the terrors of fire, and the miſeries 
of famine, muſt be joined to give us even an imperſe& idea 


ol them. They have been truly ſtiled the Scourges of the 
Almighty, let looſe on nations whoſe ſins were of the W ; 


: dye, and called for God s levereſt vengeance. ; 


We know that David when he choſe his puniſhment, 
dreaded much leſs the arm of the deſtroying Angel than of 
Man: and he choſe the *peſiilence as a leſs evil than but for 
three days to fly before the fury of his enemies. Such great 
 Benefattors of mankind are theſe valiant Chiefs, theſe uy 0 


85 men of War! 


While the Meck are often and properly compared to the : 
Sun moving amiably and orderly i in its ſphere, diſpenſing i its 
* e Neigen | 


II Samuel xxiv. 1 3. 


| + They err who count it glorious to ſubdue 
By conqueſt far and wide, to over-run 
Large countries, and in field great battles win, 
Great cities by aſſault : what do theſe worthies, 
But rob and ſpoil, burn, ſlaughter, and enſlave. | 
Peaceable nations, neighb ring, or remote, 
Made captive, yet deſerving freedom more 
| Than thoſe their Conquerors, who leave behind N 
Nothing but ruin whereſoc'er they rove, 


FNF 


benign influence around, uſeful and delightful to all; the 
angry Hero is more like a glaring Comet, according to its 
ancient fyſtem, the flaming ruins of ſome part of the Crea- 
tion, which broke from its proper orb, and driving irregularly 
through the wide expanſe, brings to every thong. near it de- 

ſolation and perplexity. 


his only comfort the world has, if it be a comfort, that 
che anger of theſe Heroes is as fatal to themſelves ; they 
often meet with their deſerved reward from others after they 
have been inſtruments of divine vengeance; in their turn 
they feel what they have inflicted: and never was any man 
much feared by many, but himſelf with juſt reaſon had as 
many to fear. Though one part of the world may adore 
5 bim as a God, often the conſpiracies of another wake him 


ſenſible 


And all the florifhing works of Peace deſtroy, 
| Then ſwell with pride, and muſt be titled God's, 
Great Benefactors of mankind, deliverers, 
 Worſhipt with temple, prieſt and ſacrifice ; 
1 Till conqu'ror Death diſcover them. ſcarce men, w 
Rolling in brutifh vices, and deform'd, ; 
Violent or ſhameful death their due reward, 
But if there be in glory ought of good, 
It may by means far different be attain'ds 
1 IWithout ambition, war, or violence. ; 8 95 
y deeds of Peace, by wiſdom eminent, 
By Soriences: ene a 


| MILTON Paradiſe Regain 'd, Bogk ili. v. 77. 
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ſenſible he is a man: or if be eſcapes this impending blow, 
yet is his anger a puniſhment to itſelf, often as it takes hold 


of Men, uſing them worſe than ie unclean Spirit thoſe whom. 


tit poſſeſſeth, This uneaſy paſſion ſuffers the human mind to | 
take no reſt; it fits trembling on the lips, burning in the 


eyes, twitching in the nerves, boiling in the blood, diſtorting 


the countenance, ſhortening the ſpeech, blinding the under- 
ſtanding, diſtraQting the mind, and urging men on to madneſs ; 
which, if it find no vent upon others, is ſure at leaſt tobe 
fatal to itſelf, How ſhort is the pleaſure for which this an- 
guiſh is borne; And when the man is himſelf, and reaſon 
returns, how grievous to his ſight are the monuments of his 
fury! How laſting the pain which the reflections on them ß 
produce! When by anger we requite the injuries of our 
Enemy, we inflitt a treble puniſhment on ourſelves. If the 
injury was ſmall, it was below our notice; if great and heavy, 
much leſs ſhould we add to it of our own accord. Let us 
rather be /low to anger, that we leſſen the grievance our Ene- 
my intends; and that we may more ſurely be revenged of 
him, let us forgive him; gk in ho Gong toe * coals of fire 


T on has head, 


The FatiefaRtion which ariſes to durtedpei upon having 
done our duty is inexpreſſible : you only can know who 
have taſted the pleaſure, how joyous and ee it is! and 


Ez . e 5 


„St. Luke ix. 29, | 4p 7 or erb Av. 22. 
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the remembrance of it endureth for ever. Contrary to the na- 
ture of all other pleaſure it is not leſs durable becauſe ſo great. 
That joy of heart which the Conqueror conceives, as it is 
ſeldom founded in ſobriety and truth, and as it is very extra- 
vagant, ſo l is it a ſhort and haſty flaſh; like that of his own 
engines, is bright and noiſy only for a moment, and then 
expires in vapour and ſmoke. But the joy of the Meek is 
8 always rational, and therefore neceſſarily always the ſame; 
it is ever joined in company wich en and like that \ vir- 
tue never r Jatleth, 5 


* 


| 1 ſhall | mention but « one more commendation of this ex- 
cellence, which is, that it is much more produQive of what 
” angry e not 10 well! aims at, even the ruling of other : 


[3 


15 f is produklive of the love and ; reverence of all: : it it capi. 
vates the minds of men, and is a much more certain way of 
ſecuring their obedience, than by force and violence to en- 
dave their bodies, How inſenſibly are men charmed to 
ſubmit to it! How gladly are all its commands obeyed! 
We are not able becauſe we are not willing to be free. It 
covers a multitude of offences in others, and no leſs in 
' thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it. It brings an excule to ev ery 

fault, and makes every virtue 3 5 more charming. The 


dangers : 


_ / Corinthians xii, 8. 


t * 2 


dangers which anger expoſes us to, Meekneſs inſtantly re- 
moves from us. How many hands vill it charge from ſtrik- 
ing and tongues from */hooting out their bitter words ; thoſe 
arrows from which no Eminence is ſafe ; no guards, or walls, 
or force of arms, or might of the Angry can defend the 
Prince; which are only to be reſtrained and hindred from | 


| hurting by Meekneſs! What Spirit is ſo untameable as this 


vill not ſubdue! See avid violently incenſed againſt Na- 


bal, but the Meekneſs of Abigal aſſuages the ſtorm ! This could 


melt even the fury of Saul into words of remorſe and tender- 
neſs to David, II this thy voice, my Son David ? thou art more 


 vighteous than I, thou haſt rewarded me good, whereas I have reward- 


| ed thee evil. Though Eſau was a rough man, and exceedingly | 
| provoked againſt Jacob, yet {a ſoft tongue breaketh the bone, and 
lie ran lo meet him, and ſell on his neck and kiſſed him, and they 
wept. Had Jacob unwiſely DER force 0 force, his arms | 


1 bad loſt what his policy had 1 


The time permits; me not longer to inſiſt. on a fubjeRt 
| where i it is difficult to ſtop what wich pleaſure might be ſaid, 
and with much greater pleaſure we all may praftiſe. The 
glory of the Warrior is not every ones to attain ; and God for- 
bid that it ſhould be in every ones will! There is no Man but 


hath it in his power to be meek. How happy were it, if we were 
viſe as we are : able; i: - would thus endeavor to rule our 


. * P/alm lxiv. PR D 11 Sanne ur. 21 Samuel xxiv. 16, 17. {Proverbs 


XxXV. 13. 1 xxxiii. 4. 


like Saints [ 


UC $1] 


OWN Spirit, and be more chan Conquerors by being more 


. 
* 


Thus we purſue the beſt wiſdom, prove ourſelves moſt tru- | 


ly courageous, uſeful to the World, eaſy in ourſelves, and 
deſerve the beſt praiſes and higheſt commendations of all 
good men. Unleſs 'in vain we have learned Chriſt, ſurely the 
| Makers of Peace will no more be eſtcemed fworthy of death or 
of bonds; no more be called by ignominious names; but, as 
Our Saviour has W chem, dt hey Shall be called 28 
5 ps of Cod. e 


121 us therefore ſoeond their bleſſed endeavors. fiat ſhew 


forth our joy on this happy event not in riot and intemper- 
ance, but tin the ornament of a meek and guiel K, fick in 


lle fi ght of God is f great Price! 3 


ns There is nothing indeed that more promotes the honor al 
| God or the happineſs of mankind than Union and concord 
among ourſelves. While Jeruſalem remained, as the P/almiſt 

| deſcribes it to have been ||built as a City at unity with itſelf ; 
and Peace was within its walls; it was as the ** Mount Sion which 
might not be removed, and which was to ſtand faſt for ever ; but 
when t/trife and unrighteouſneſs were in the City, day and night 
going about within the walls thereof, miſchief alſo and ſorrow in 


the 


' *Epheſians iv, 20. Ace xvi. 31. (St. Matthew v. 9. +I P eter ill, 4» 
Lali cxxii. Zo +* P/alm Cxxv, . Halm lv. 9, 10, 111 | 


EET 


the midſt of it, and deceit and guile went not out of he frreets ; it 
became thenceforth an eaſy prey to the Aſſyrian, Babylonian 
and Egyptian Nations. The City faſt founded on a rock was 
{removed like a Cottage ; and the joyous place NEUE the ſeat 
of woe, the theme of lamentatioo. e 


When etre is againſt Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh againſt 
Ephraim, and both againſt Judah, we may juſtly fear what the 


Prophet tells us, that God's anger is not turned away, and tat 


His hand is fretched out ſtill. For when men grow fo ſtrange- 5 
ly humorſome as not to accept of that which! is ſo lovely in 
itſelf and beneficial to themſelves likewiſe, we may look upon 
it as a judgment ſent on them by God, who hath fo blind- 
ed them, as heretofore He did the Jews, *hat they Nhould = 
not perceive the things that belonged to their peace and lo their : 


true happineſs, tl they a were hid for ever from their Eyes, 


En know the 10 be Pl ſplit, be we 3 
avoid their fate! Now ve are freed from the dangers and 


calamities of War, let us guard againſt the inſinuating temp- 


tations of luxury and indolence, and ſtudiouſly cultivate the 
true arts of Peace; by checking as much as poſſible that 

uncontroulable Spirit of licentiouſneſs which pervades all 

Tanks of People, and by inſtilling thoſe principles which tend 
10 promote Public Order, e, and pure Religion. 


Bind, : 


aal xiv, 20. [Iſaiah ix. 21, *5t, Luke air. 42. 


L 4 J 


England, as a great commercial Nation, ſhoul & look; well 
to her own balance, and endeavor to eſtabliſh a mutual in- 


tercourſe and friendly alliance with every part of the Globe: 
like the wiſe Woman in the Proverbs, */hould ſee that her mer- 
cſandiſe is good, and that it brings her food from far ; ſhould work 
woool and flax, and work it willingly with her hands ; ſhould lool 
uull to the ways of her houſhold, and not eat the bread of idleneſs. 
| This i is the buſineſs, this is the glory of the Britiſi Nation? 
So will her Children riſe ub and call her Bleſſed ; and her Huſ- 
| band, Our moſt gracious Sovxgiau, Rave: no more red of. 


* 


bus may we re hope, by the bleſſing of God, to ole Our | Je. | 


ruſalem once more in proſherity; tevery man under his vine and 
- under his figtree eating the bread of Peace in comfort, joy = 
and ſecurity ! I Happy are the people that are in fach a caſe: yea, 


bleſſed are the people who Agve the Lord for their God! £ Amen 2 
5 Amen! 


PProverbs xxxi, | P/alm cxxviii, 6. 41 Rings iv. 25. + Pſalm cxliv, 15- : 
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